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OF DIGITALIZATION OF THE SOCIETY

Educational technologies have several definitions as they can be characterized from different
points of view. To understand what the educational technology is, it’s worth discussing the most
frequently used definitions.

First of all, the educational technology is an organized system of interaction between an
educator and a student as a recipient of the higher education. This system is represented by
designing and planning, correlating and orienting of the whole pedagogical process for achieving
the main goal of education.

From the other point of view educational technologies can be considered as systematized
methods of planning and evaluating of educational process, level of knowledge acquisition
by recipients of the higher education, consideration and estimation of technical and human
resources which are involved in the educational process.

Among other popular definitions of educational technologies are the following: it is an
organized and purposeful process for solving didactic tasks in the sphere of management
of educational process; educational technologies can also be considered as a set of methods and
tools which are directly used in the educational process.

So we can conclude thatthe educational technology is a system of interaction
between recipients of the higher education and educators based on particular ideas, methods,
means, principles and goals of education.

The contents of  educational technologies are represented by the
following interactive components. First of all it’s mutual (common) activity of all participants of
educational process which is directed to achieve goals and get final results; it’s a full cycle of the
management of educational activity by an educator; it’s the direction of activity of recipients of
higher education to get skills of self-education and self-management of educational process;
it’s the creation of comfortable conditions of interaction between all sides of educational process;
it’s the creation of the conditions for organizing the search, research, project and other developing
activities of recipients of higher education.

As there are many definitions of educational technologies and they differ very much, it’s
important to find out in what way the educational technology differs from non-technologies, that is
methods, forms or others. In this regard the following criteria of technological approach have been
grounded:

- Consistency - interconnection of the main components of the technology — goals, forms,
methods, means of interaction - with the final result.

- Efficiency - the ratio of the result to the amount of resources used.

- Optimality - obtaining the maximum result at low cost.

- Algorithm — a set of actions or a sequence of actions.

- Diagnostics — defining the goal and diagnosing the achieved result as the main precondition
of activity.
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The teacher can use educational technologies with different purposes and at different levels.
And at the same time some main stages of implementation of educational technologies can be
generalized. If it’s a stage of goal setting, it should contain the precise definition of the desired
results as a set of actions of recipients of higher education. The stage of diagnosing allows
detecting the initial level of observed actions. The program of joint work between a teacher and a
student can be created, and it means writing a prescription for action. Introduction of the
technological process provides conditions for the program implementation. And evaluation and
correction of results help to compare the final results with a defined benchmark.

In what way can educational technologies be classified? There are different ways of
classification of educational technologies. They define different types and kinds of technologies
depending on direction of activity, contents, influence on studentsetc. The most general
classification of technologies is the following. It includes:

- traditional, or reproductive technology - it is based on the procedure of familiarizing the
students with the rules, the sequence of activities. The teacher observes the actions of the students
and corrects their work;

- the technology of developing education -the education and development must be in
complex, the general development is committed with the help of effective learning which is
organized at high level and high speed and the further reflection of the students;

- the technology of gradual formation of mental actions - it involves the gradual mastering of
necessary knowledge, skills, which are acquired by students as a result of different
activities organized by a teacher;

- the technology of collective interaction - it is based on the collective work of students with
the help of variable pairs. Working in pairs the students obtain knowledge more effectively, they
share their ideas and experience, impressions and so on. So the emphasis is on mutual learning [1,
p. 20].

So what technology can be used to support the educational model the teacher chose? The
educator should judge the technology on three criteria: the selected technology either needs to
make learning more efficient, more effective or more attractive.
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