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METHODS OF USING OSINT IN CYBERPOLICE ACTIVITIES

OSINT, or Open Source Intelligence, refers to information that is publicly available
and can be obtained from sources such as the internet, social media, news articles, and
public records. OSINT is a valuable resource for intelligence gathering and can be used
by various organizations, including law enforcement agencies, to support their
investigations.

OSINT can provide a wide range of information, including individuals’ personal
and professional details, organizations’ operations, and global events. OSINT is often
used in the field of cybersecurity to identify potential cyber threats and vulnerabilities.
OSINT is also used in business intelligence to gather information on competitors, industry
trends, and market opportunities.

The use of OSINT requires specialized skills and tools, including search engines,
data mining software, and analytical techniques. OSINT can be a valuable resource for
intelligence gathering, but it is important to ensure that the information obtained is
accurate, relevant, and reliable. OSINT should also be used ethically and in compliance
with applicable laws and regulations.

Here are some methods of using OSINT in cyber police activities:

Social Media Monitoring: Cyber police can monitor social media platforms to
gather information on individuals or groups suspected of cybercrimes. Social media
monitoring can also help in identifying potential threats and suspicious activities.

Dark Web Monitoring: The dark web is a hidden network of websites not accessible
through traditional search engines. Cyber police can use OSINT tools to monitor the dark
web to identify criminal activities such as cybercrime forums, hacking services, and illegal
marketplaces.
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E-mail Header Analysis: OSINT tools can be used to analyze the headers of e-mail
messages to track the source and location of the sender. This can be useful in tracking
cybercriminals who use email as a means of communication.

IP Address Tracking: Cyber police can use OSINT tools to track the IP addresses
of suspects and identify their geographical location. This can be helpful in identifying the
source of cyber-attacks and tracing the origin of malicious activities.

Geolocation Tracking: OSINT tools can be used to track the location of mobile
devices and identify the whereabouts of suspects. This can be useful in locating
cybercriminals who use mobile devices to conduct their activities.

Website Analysis: Cyber police can use OSINT tools to analyze websites and
identify malicious activities such as phishing scams, malware, and ransomware. Website
analysis can also help in identifying the owners of suspicious websites.

Online Reputation Management: OSINT tools can be used to monitor the online
reputation of individuals and organizations suspected of cybercrimes. This can help in
identifying suspicious activities and detecting attempts to hide incriminating information.

A feature of OSINT is that it is always specific information, collected and structured
in a special way to answer specific questions [2]. Its advantages include the availability
of various sources of information, as well as the volume of its arrays, versatility of
information, a large number of existing techniques, methods and technologies. The end
result of OSINT is always some knowledge obtained as a result of conclusions from the
information received [3].

OSINT technology is actively used by Cobwebs Technologies [4]. They developed
an Al-powered web investigative platform. Analytical data is collected in real time, the
investigation is carried out automatically. Cobwebs solutions are used in corporate
security, financial institutions, law enforcement structures, public and national security.

In conclusion, OSINT is a powerful tool that can be used by cyber police to
investigate and prevent cybercrimes. By leveraging OSINT tools, cyber police can gather
intelligence, track suspects, and identify potential threats, leading to more effective and
efficient law enforcement.
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