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FORMATION OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE COMMUNICATIVE
COMPETENCE OF FUTURE POLICEMEN AND LAWYERS

Abstract. This study was conducted to define and outline the main theoretical
characteristics of the concept of «foreign language communicative competence» in
a system of high legal educational institutions. The author researched, analyzed and
determined the leading role and conceptual impact of studying the discipline the
«Foreign language for specific purposes», implementation of the NATO language
standard (STANAG 6001) in the educational process and the participation of cadets
In various activities on the formation of foreign language communicative
competence of the future police officer and lawyer. Some of the main components
of the created formation system of the studied entity at the Donetsk State University
of Internal Affairs have been emphasized.

It was noted that Future Policemen and Lawyers Foreign Language
Communicative Competence can be defined: as a complex integrative whole that
provides competent professional communication in the language of a specialty in the
context of intercultural communication; as the ability of future specialists in the field
of legal and law enforcement activities to apply their foreign languages knowledge
in any situation according to professional activity.

The following system of future specialists in the field of law and law
enforcement activity formation of foreign language communicative competence has
been worked out: studying a foreign language within the discipline «Foreign
Language for Specific Purposes»; participation in quests, coworkings, workshops;
participation in the Discussion Club; participation in International program CEPOL;
participation in cadets’ scientific conferences of various levels; implementation of
the NATO language standard «<STANAG 6001» in the educational process.
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The purpose of the discipline “Foreign language for specific purposes” is to
form the ability for intercultural communication, which, in the case of future lawyers
and policemen, has a professional direction, and is implemented on the basis of the
formation of intercultural communicative competence. The author outlined the main
types of exercises in foreign language classes in the professional training and
preparation of future policemen (pre-text, text, post-text, communicative, written
and listening).

Keywords: competence, foreign language communicative competence,
formation of foreign language communicative competence, foreign language for
specific purposes, higher legal educational institutions, cadets, future police officers
and law experts, NATO language standard, classroom and extra-auditory
communicative activities, created system.
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®OPMYBAHHS ITHIHIOMOBHOI KOMYHIKATHUBHOI
KOMIETEHTHOCTI MAWMBYTHIX NOJINENCHKUX TA
IOPUCTIB

AHoranisi. Jlane gocnijpkeHHsT OyJI0 TIPOBEIEHO 3 METOI0 BU3HAYCHHS Ta
OKPECIICHHSI OCHOBHHMX TEOPETHUYHUX XapaKTEPUCTUK TIOHSATTS «IHIIOMOBHA
KOMYHIKaTUBHA KOMIIETEHTHICTb» B CHUCTEMI BHIIMX IOPUIUYHUX HABYAIBHUX
3aKnaaiB. ABTOPOM JIOCHIIKEHO, TPOAaHaIi30BAHO Ta BU3HAYEHO MPOBIIHY POJIb T
KOHIENTYyaJIbHUIM BIJIMB BUBYEHHS NUCUUIUIIHU «[HO3eMHa moBa mpodeciitHoro
COpsIMyBaHHs», BIpoBaJkeHHs MoBHOro crangapry HATO (STANAG 6001) y
HaBYAJIbHUI MPOIEC Ta y4acTh KYpPCaHTIB y PI3HOMAHITHMX 3aX0/ax 3 NHUTaHb
dbopMyBaHHS 1HIIOMOBHOI KOMYHIKQTHBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI MalOyTHBOTO
noJiIenchkoro Ta ropucta. HarosomeHo Ha JeIKMX OCHOBHUX CKJIQJIOBUX
CTBOPEHOI cuCTeMU (OopMyBaHHS JOCTIIKyBaHOro cy0’ekta B JlOoHEIBKOMY
JIep>)KaBHOMY YHIBEPCUTETI BHYTPIIITHIX CIIPAB.

3a3Hayanocs, 10 1HIIOMOBHY KOMYHIKQTUBHY KOMIIETEHTHICTh MaiOyTHIX
MOJIIIIEUCHKUX Ta FOPUCTIB MOKHA BUSHAUUTH: SIK CKJIQ/IHY IHTETPATHUBHY ITUTICHICTB,
o 3abe3neuye KOMIETEHTHE MpodeciiiHe CMUIKYBaHHS MOBOIO CIEIIaJIbHOCTI B
KOHTEKCTI MDKKYJIBTYPHOT KOMYHIKaII{; SIK 3/1aTHICTh MaiiOyTHIX (axiBiiB y cdepi
MPaBOBOi Ta MPABOOXOPOHHOI JIISUIBHOCT1 3aCTOCOBYBATH 3HAHHS 1HO3EMHUX MOB Y
Oyb-sSIKIM CHTYyaIIil BIAMOBIAHO 10 TPOQECIHHOT MISITBHOCTI.
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Po3pobneno Ttaky cucremy (opMyBaHHS IHIIOMOBHOI KOMYHIKaTHBHOI
KOMIETEHTHOCTI MaiOyTHIX (axiBLIB y Taily3l MpaBa Ta MPaBOOXOPOHHOT
JUSJIBHOCT1: BUBYEHHS 1HO3EMHOI MOBHM B paMKax AUCHUIUIIHU «IHO3eMHa MOBa
npodeciiiHOro CrpsiMyBaHHS»; y4acTh y KBECTaX, KOBOPKIHrax, MaiicTep-Kiacax;
ydactb y JuckyciitHomy kity01; yuacts y Mixknapoaniit nporpami CEPOL; yuacts
y KYpPCaHTChKHX HAayKOBHX KOH(EPEHIISIX PI3HOTO pIBHS; BIPOBAHKEHHS B
HaByabHUM mporiec MoBHOTO cTangapty HATO «STANAG 6001».

Mertoro HaBuaiapbHOi JucuuIiUliHM  «IHO3eMHa MoBa  mpodeciiiHoro
CIIpsIMyBaHHS» € (OpMYBaHHS 3AaTHOCTI JO MDKKYJIBTYPHOI KOMYHIKaIlii, sSiKa y
MalOyTHIX FOPUCTIB Ta TOJINEUCHKUX Mae mnpodeciiiHe chpsMyBaHHS Ta
peami3yeTbcsi Ha  OCHOBI  (OpMyBaHHS MDKKYJIBTYPHOI  KOMYHIKaTHBHOI
KOMITeTeHTHOCTI. OKpECIeHO OCHOBHI BUIM BIIPAB HA 3aHATTAX 3 1HO3EMHOT MOBH Y
npodeciiiHiii MIAroTOBIl MaWOyTHIX MOMINEHCHKUX (JIOTEKCTOBI, TEKCTOBI,
HICIASATEKCTOB], KOMYHIKaTUBHI, TUCbMOBI Ta ay/I1FOBAHHS).

KirouoBi  cjoBa:  KOMIETEHTHICTb,  IHIIOMOBHAa  KOMYHIKaTWBHA
KOMIIETEHTHICTh, (OPMYBaHHS 1HIIOMOBHOI KOMYHIKATUBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI,
1HO3eMHa MOBa NPodeciitHOro CrpsiMyBaHHs, BUIIl IOPUINYHI HaBYAJIbHI 3aKJIa]IH,
KypcaHTH, MailOyTHI MOJILEHChbKl Ta mpaBo3HaBUi, MOBHUM cranaapt HATO,
ayIUTOpHA Ta M03aayIUTHA KOMyHIKaTUBHA JIsUTbHICTh, CTBOPEHHM cUCTEMA.

Defining of the problem and the analysis of the last researches and
publications. During the period of Martial Law, Europeanization and integration
processes of our country with EU, modern society is in great need of competitive
specialists who are ready to communicate in foreign language in their professional
specialty. Nowadays, knowledge of a foreign language ensures an increase in the
level of professional competence of a specialist, in particular future policemen,
lawyers and law enforcement officers. Therefore, innovative aspects of foreign
language teaching for future specialists in the legal sphere are extremely relevant.
Competent selection of the content of teaching foreign language communication,
taking into account professional specifics, features of the subject area of functioning
of the language of the specialty is one of the factors that contribute to the effective
organization of the educational process.

Many researchers at the present stage of development of science pay great
attention to the definition of competencies, classification and structuring of their
different types and directly determine the essence of the competence approach. The
concept of «competence» can be understood as a combination of knowledge,
practical skills and competencies that determine the ability of the learner to
successfully pursue professional and educational activities in the future.
Competence is the ability to show professional personal qualities, the ability to
effectively establish business relationships, quickly and adequately adapt to needs
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and changes, systematically improve the level of skills. «Foreign Language
Competence» is a set of knowledge, skills and competences that ensure effective
communication in a foreign language, namely the ability to understand the language,
speak clearly, adequately and spontaneously respond to the request for
communication, change the range of communication, successfully use foreign
language both in professional activity and for self-education [6, 97-101].

The analysis of scientific sources on the problem of research indicates a
considerable interest in the issue of learning foreign languages in Europe and
Ukraine in particular. The works of Ukrainian scientists O. Bihych, V. Derkach,
N. Halskova, L. Zablotska, N. Lavrychenko, O. Maslyko and others have been
devoted to this problem. In modern science, various aspects of the competence
approach in the field of foreign languages have been studied by such authors as
N. Bibik, L. Vashchenko, O. Lokshyna, O. Ovcharuk, L. Parashchenko,
N. Kuzmina, O. Polunina, V. Rybalka, V. Sayuk, K. Sharapenko and others.
V. Aitov, N. Artikutsa, P. Atutov, O. Badurka, H. Borozenets, O. Herasymenko,
O. Hrosh, D. Demchenko, H. Kozlakova, N. Kostenko, T. Kostiukov,
L. Nahorniuk, N. Nychkalo, A. Petrova, O. Poliakov, Y. Pradid, M. Pradivliannyi,
I. Sekret, A. Waters have dealt with the problems of improving vocationally oriented
learning of foreign languages. However, the problem of the formation of the foreign
language communicative competence of future lawyers and policemen remains
insufficiently studied.

Problematic aspects of training specialists for bodies of internal affairs of
Ukraine, and now of the National Police, represented by the weighty specialists in
administrative law, pedagogy, service and combat activity of the law enforcement
activity, etc. Among others it is worth noting the research of such specialists, as
O. Bandurko, V. Glukhover, R. Kalyuzhny, A. Manzhula, V. Petkov, O. Sinyavska,
O. Chervyakov. Along with that further reform of the National Police of Ukraine
requires the introduction of new standards of police training, in particular foreign
languages. So the problems related to the development of foreign languages
communicative competence of law enforcement students still remain unsolved.

In our opinion, Future Policemen and Lawyers Foreign Language
Communicative Competence can be defined as a complex integrative whole that
provides competent professional communication in the language of a specialty in the
context of intercultural communication; as the ability of future specialists in the field
of legal and law enforcement activities to apply their foreign languages knowledge
In any situation according to professional activity.

So the main goal of a discipline «Foreign Languages for Specific Purposes»
for future police officers and legal specialists is: increasing the general level of
knowledge of a foreign language according to generally accepted European
standards; formation of writing, reading, communication and listening skills through
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classroom and non-auditory classes; formation of professionally oriented lexical
awareness; formation of intercultural communicative competence of law and law
enforcement specialists [9, 173-178].

However, the problem of future lawyers and policemen’ forming the foreign
language communicative competence in the process of learning foreign languages
remains insufficiently researched in the field of modern pedagogical science. This
determined the relevance of the study.

The purpose of writing the article is:

— to analyze the conceptual role and qualitative impact of cadets’
participation in a variety of language training activities for the formation of their
communicative competence;

— to analyze the essence of the concepts of «competence», «foreign language
communicative competence», «future policemen and lawyers foreign language
communicative competencey;

— to investigate theoretical and practical conceptual foundations of the
studied theme at the Institutions of High Legal Education.

The main material of the study. The scope of state policy on the
development of the English language in higher education in Ukraine includes: —
Teaching English as a foreign language, including English for Special Purposes
(ESP); — Teaching professional disciplines in English as part of the Ukrainian-
language program (English as Medium of Instruction for Ukrainians (EMI-u); —
Providing a full educational program in English for foreign students (English as
Medium of Instruction for Foreigners — EMI-f) [7, 171-175].

At the Department of Foreign Languages, the Faculty of Specialist Training
for Pre-Trial Investigation Units of the Donetsk State University of Internal Affairs
(Kropyvnytskyi), we see the following system of formation of foreign language
communicative competence of future specialists in the field of law and law
enforcement:

v studying a foreign language within the discipline «Foreign Language for
Specific Purposes»;

v participation in quests, coworkings, workshops;

v/ participation in the Discussion Club;

v/ participation in International program CEPOL;

v/ participation in cadet scientific conferences of various levels;

v implementation of the NATO language standard «<STANAG 6001» in the
educational process.

1. The main goal of the discipline «Foreign Language for Specific
Purposes» is to form the ability for intercultural communication, which, in the case
of future lawyers, has a professional direction, and is implemented on the basis of
the formation of intercultural communicative competence. The latter, in turn, is
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defined as such a level of possession of speech, language, socio-cultural and
professional subject knowledge, skills and abilities in native and foreign languages,
which allows communicatively acceptable intercultural communication and the
opportunity to undergo internships in other countries.

Teaching English in a professional direction should be carried out in parallel
with special training. In order to teach legal English to cadets, it is necessary to use
a specific legal context, since there is a close connection between the language and
specific legal systems and their peculiarities [5,101-104].

Thus, the basis of the organization of the process of training future lawyers in
a foreign language based on the ideas of the competence approach as a special
didactic system is the strategic goal, which is formulated as follows: the
formation of foreign language communicative and translation competence of future
lawyers [4, 223-230].

For a police officer, whose job is one of the most important in the world: to
serve and protect people, knowledge of a foreign language is an integral part of the
professional performance of tasks. So the system needs to approach this issue more
deeply and direct the desire of the police officer to conscientiously study the
language in order to acquire a higher level of qualification [2].

For example, the mastery of various reading strategies by future lawyers and
policemen is fundamentally important for the professional activity of specialists of
this field, as it is determined by specific communicative and cognitive tasks
(description of the place, time, event, characteristics of the participants in the case,
protocols) requires the mastery of the reading strategy [1, 94-98].

As part of our research, we will show the process of learning foreign
languages at the Donetsk State University of Internal Affairs (Kropyvnytskyi). In
foreign language classes, teachers introduce textbooks: «Police» (John Taylor, Jenny
Dooley) for future specialists in Law Enforcement (policemen); «Law» (John
Taylor, Jenny Dooley) for future specialists in Law, which are tied to the MIA
OSVITA system. The main textbooks, according to which the process of learning a
foreign language takes place, are structured in such a way that the first book = level
B1, in turn, book 2 = level B2, and already book 3 = level C1 (generally accepted
levels). Each Book consists of Essential VVocabulary, 15 Units, audio recordings for
each unit and Glossary. Methodical manuals reflect the lexical, phonetic and
grammatical aspects of each unit of the main textbooks.

Each unit has a fixed structure: pre-text exercises, text exercises, post-text
exercises; listening exercises; communicative exercises; written exercises.

Pre-text exercises: e.g., «Before you read the passage, talk about these
questions» are aimed at forming and developing the skills of guessing and language
Improvisation, setting up students / cadets for speaking in a foreign language.
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Text exercises: e.g. «Read and translate the wanted poster» are aimed at
forming and developing the skills of reading and translating foreign language
professional texts with further understanding of their essence.

Post-text exercises: e.g. «Mark the statements as true or false», «Match the
words with the definitions», «Fill in the blanks with correct words and phrases from
the word bank» are aimed at checking the understanding of the read passage by
students / cadets and developing their knowledge activation skills.

Listening exercises: e.g. «Listen to a conversation», «Check the
characteristics mentioned in the conversation», «Listen again and complete the
conversation», «Listen and choose the correct answer», are aimed at forming and
developing the skills of listening to foreign language professional texts.

Speaking exercises: e.g. «With a partner, act out / dramatize the roles below
based on the conversation» are aimed to form and develop foreign language
speaking skills.

Writing exercises: e.g. «Use the conversation to write a search summary»,
«Use the conversation to write an officer's description of the crime scene», «Use the
conversation to write the captain's order», «Use the conversation to write a police
report» are aimed to form and develop foreign language writing skills [9, 173-178].

The conditions for professionally oriented foreign language training for
students of law faculties and universities are the need to familiarize them with the
general and legal terminology of law, read authentic texts, form in them the skills of
independent work to create an individual dictionary, master the skills of oral
professional communication using examples of the most common situations of
everyday communication, necessary for professional communication [3, 240-255].

Dialogical and polylogical speaking. It is proposed to conduct online-regime
"Students (2 or more play) — Students (2 or more check both grammar and
pronunciation) — Teacher (organizes and corrects everything)". The drawback is
that students can cheat and peep into their notes. Also a significant disadvantage is
the lack of eye-to-eye contact with the interlocutor, because it reduces the
emotionality of speech and increases the likelihood of unnecessary pauses. Among
the positive moments we can see that students develop skills not only in dialogical
and polylogical speaking but also in checking vocabulary, phonetics and grammar.
A significant advantage is the constant student involvement in the process of
communicative interaction. The ultimate goal is the formation of communicative
dialogical and polylogical competence. Monological speaking. It is proposed to
conduct online —regime "Student 1 (plays) — Student 2 (checks both grammar and
pronunciation) — Teacher (organizes and corrects everything)". The downside is
that students can cheat and peek into their notes. Among the positives we can see
that students develop skills not only in making up and reproducing monologues but
also in checking vocabulary and grammar. A significant advantage is the constant
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student involvement in the process of communicative interaction. The ultimate goal
Is the formation of communicative monological competence. Video broadcasting.
It is proposed to conduct online-regime "Student 1 (records video at home) —
Student 1 (presents his video) — Student 2 (corrects mistakes) — Students (discuss
video presentation) — Teacher (organizes and corrects everything)". The
disadvantage is that students can cheat and peek into their notes. Also a significant
disadvantage is the poor internet for video presentation and poor video quality.
Among the positives we can see that students develop skills not only in making up
and reproducing monologues but also in checking vocabulary and grammar. A
significant advantage is the constant student involvement in the process of
communicative interaction. Another advantage is that the student who presents the
video can see himself from the side (pros and cons). The ultimate goal - the
formation of communicative monological competence [11, 349-351].

2. Participation in quests, coworkings, workshops. We understand the
educational method «Quest» of teaching foreign language for future police officers
and lawyers as an educational and playful means of learning a foreign language,
during which future police officers can activate lexical, grammatical, phonetic skills
and abilities. It is characterized by the presence of several locations, during which
cadets can also improve their physical skills and raise the level of motivation to
master a foreign language.

Our QUEST has three locations: «Lexical stop on demand», «Grammar
pursuit of the suspect» and «Artistic incident on the street». A platoon of cadets is
divided into two teams, each of which runs its own route. The team that reaches the
finish line first without mistakes wins.

The main task of the teams at the first location, in addition to physically
getting to the given point faster, is to solve the active vocabulary crossword for the
topic being studied.

The main task of the teams at the second location is to perform grammar
exercises such as: «Fill in the blanks», «Find mistakes», etc.

The main task of the teams at the third location is role-playing various
situations of both a criminal and everyday nature, which are studied in foreign
language classes (stopping a criminal by the police, inspecting a crime scene, a court
hearing, a hotel theft, a missing person, etc.). The quest ends by awarding the
winners with a sweet prize.

We understand the educational method «Coworking» of teaching foreign
language for future police officers and lawyers as an educational and playful means
of learning a foreign language, during which future police officers can form, activate
and develop their own communicative skills and abilities (monological, dialogical,
polylogical, group), which will lead to an increase in the level of foreign language
communicative competence.
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We will give an example of a COWORKING that we conduct in our classes
on any topic. Our co-working session was dedicated to the International Day of
Peace (September 21). The teacher presents several videos for the cadets' discretion,
which reveal the essence of this day, and tells about the history of its origin and ways
of celebration in our country and abroad. Then, in a calm, comfortable atmosphere
with tea and sweets, the cadets discuss the topic «What is the PEACE for me? ».
This year this issue is extremely relevant and has a variety of colors.

We understand the educational method «Workshop» as an educational
seminar or series of meetings emphasizing interaction and exchange of information
among a usually small number of participants.

Thus, the method of conducting creative WORKSHOP has the following
positive aspects: 1) it increases students' motivation and interest in learning;
2) organizes a psychologically comfortable atmosphere during classes; 3) requires
active communication between the student and the teacher, which helps to improve
the results and quality of education; 4) provides an opportunity to use the student's
creative potential; 5) develops new skills and abilities during independent work;
6) forms new professional skills and abilities; 7) uses all types of speech activity;
8) activates mutual stimulation of students; 9) ensures involuntary memorization of
new vocabulary; 10) provides an opportunity to combine different areas of foreign
language learning.

The educational session with the workshop takes place in several stages. At
the first stage, cadets are divided into several groups and given tasks, for example:
«Court session», «Interrogation of witnesses», «Analysis of a car accident», etc.

The second stage is characterized by the fact that the cadets independently
assign roles at home and write and study lines.

The third, main stage is the presentation of the situation at the lesson. The task
of the other two teams at the end is to correct lexical, grammatical, phonetic and
situational errors, if they notice and can correct them [8, 178-182].

2. Participation in the Discussion Club. The teachers of Foreign Languages
Department of the Donetsk State University of Internal Affairs conducted large-
scale preparation for the discussion club’s creation in several stages:

Stage | — implementation of dialogic and monologic speech in each lesson;

Stage Il — implementation of small discussion questions at each lesson;

Stage Il — implementation of the practical component (binary classes,
meetings with native speakers);

Stage IV — creation of the "English Discussion Club" at the university.

All stages are interconnected and complement each other. During the first
three stages, the knowledge, abilities and skills of first (bachelor) level higher
education students were monitored. This ended with the selection of a group of first-
year students (the wishes of cadets and students coincided with their results). We
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plan to work with this group of discussion club participants throughout the 4 years
of studying.

Participants of the DISCUSSION CLUB (cadets/students of all 4 faculties of
the university) meet once a month. Sometimes guests are invited who are not among
the teachers of foreign languages department. The relaxed atmosphere of the
discussion club encouraged the participants (cadets and students of faculties No. 1,
2, 3, 4) to actively discuss in English. During which the cadets presented their vision
of their own future profession and ways to improve a foreign language. The topics
of the meetings were: «<NATO Language Standards», «CEPOL», «The European
Court of Human Rights», «The Red Cross Mission» and other.

The participants of the event «<NATO Language Standards», were presented
with: general characteristics of NATO language standards; foreign language
proficiency levels according to NATO standards with their differentiation; basic
provisions of the language standard STANAG 6001; requirements for preparing and
passing the test exam from this standard.

The topic of the next meeting was «CEPOL». Participants were introduced to
the main characteristics and facts of this organization; the main mission and values
of CEPOL,; types, directions (categories) of education and exchange of experience.
During the discussion, the cadets were able to choose the field of study that they
liked the most. Also, all participants of the English Discussion Club were able to
register for participation in the international CEPOL program right at the meeting,
using computers and their gadgets.

«The European Court of Human Rights» became the next topic of the English
Discussion Club. English versions of some high-profile cases that fall under the
jurisdiction of this judicial body were distributed to club members two weeks before
the meeting. During the meeting, the participants were introduced to the structure of
the European Court of Human Rights. Some cadets presented abbreviated versions
of these cases and decisions on them and all together discussed the legal component
of each case. These are such cases, for example: "CASE OF KUZNETSOV AND
OTHERS v. UKRAINE", "CASE OF BABIN v. UKRAINE", "CASE OF DUBAS
v. UKRAINE".

One of the topics was «The Red Cross Mission». The cadets of DonSUIA
discussed the activities of the International Committee of the Red Cross, key dates,
facts, structure, wartime activities of the International Committee of the Red Cross
and the cooperation of its representatives with the university, the role of the Red
Cross in modern conditions, assistance to deported children, and support for
doctors [10, 48-50].

3. Participation in International program CEPOL. All teachers of the
Foreign Languages Department and a certain group of cadets are registered on the
«CEPOL-LEEd» platform and participate in webinars and seminars.

450



AKmyarvHi numanns y Cywacuiii Hayui
N 6(12) 2023

4. Participation in cadet scientific conferences of various levels. All teachers
of the Foreign Languages Department and a certain group of cadets (participants of
department’s scientific circle) take active part in different conferences.

5. Implementation of the NATO Language Standard «STANAG 6001» in
the educational process. The aim of this standard is to provide NATO forces with a
table describing language proficiency levels. Participating nations adopt the table of
language proficiency levels for the purpose of: a) Communicating language
requirements for international staff appointments; b) Recording and reporting, in
international correspondence, measures of language proficiency; ¢) Comparing
national standards through a standardized table while preserving each nation’s right
to maintain its own internal proficiency standards. The given detailed definitions of
the proficiency levels of the commonly-recognized language proficiency skills:
«listening», «speaking», «reading», and «writing» [12].

In our practical activities, we distinguish several levels of foreign language
proficiency according to the given standards:

(0) NOPROFICIENCY. No practical ability to maintain any of these skills.

(1) SURVIVAL. Able to understand and maintain simple skills.

(2) FUNCTIONAL. Sufficient comprehension to read and to understand
conversations; able to communicate and write in everyday social and routine
workplace situations, correspondence and related documents, such as memoranda,
brief reports, and private letters, on everyday topics.

(3) PROFESSIONAL. Able to understand and participate most formal and
informal speech on practical, social, and professional topics; can use the written
language for essay-length argumentation, analysis, hypothesis, and extensive
explanation, narration, and description.

(4) EXPERT. Demonstrates strong competence in reading newspapers,
magazines and professional literature written for the well-educated reader; can
prepare highly effective written communication in a variety of prose styles, even in
unfamiliar general or professional-specialist areas.

(5) HIGHLY-ARTICULATE NATIVE. Comprehension and speaking
proficiency equivalent to that of the well-educated native listener and speaker;
reading and writing proficiency is functionally equivalent to that of a well-educated
native reader and writer [13].

The most spoken language standard now is STANAG 6001. STANAG
(Standartization Agreement, Standart NATO) is an international agreement valid in
NATO countries and partner countries. One of the many agreements in this treaty,
namely STANAG 6001, deals with foreign language proficiency standards for
military personnel. According to the STANAG standard, testing is carried out and a
corresponding certificate is issued. In Ukraine, the exam is conducted in accordance
with the order of the Minister of Defense of Ukraine:
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- candidate applies to be sent to work abroad as part of national contingents,
national personnel, multinational military administration bodies, in foreign
diplomatic institutions of Ukraine, international organizations, for training;

- candidate holds a position that requires the use of a foreign language, or is
in the reserve of candidates for such a position;

- candidate participates in international events.

We understand, that successful passing of the exam indicates that a
cadet/student has a foreign language at a level sufficient for foreign language
communication in certain professional fields. The main teaching method in exam
preparation courses is the communicative method. Therefore, in the process of
teaching English to future law enforcement specialists at the Donetsk State
University of Internal Affairs, we pay special attention to the formation of their
foreign language communicative competence. Every month, in addition to
dialogical/monological speaking at practical classes, we hold meetings with native
speakers that have a practical component of studying. In particular, cadets and
students had the opportunity to receive and discuss information on the following
topics: «Los Angeles Police», «Court Procedure», «Police K-9 Units» and many
others [8, 178-182].

Conclusions and prospects for further researches. Therefore, the
implementation of the system of forming foreign language communicative
competence will improve the continuous studying of modern higher legal
institutions’ cadets and achieve high performance. A foreign language has an
important applied value for future policemen, lawyers, for whom the language is a
kind of «professional weapon». It also has the special significance of the
professional component of foreign language learning for future lawyers as the basis
of intercultural professional communication in the context of modern international
integration processes and academic mobility of students. Further studies we see in
the future analysis of the NATO language standard.
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