
ISSN 2524-0323. Вісник ЛДУВС ім. Е. О. Дідоренка. 2021. Вип. 4 (96) 

238 

DOI: 10.33766/2524-0323.96.238-250 
УДК 343.98: 343.611(477) 

Kovalenko V., PhD in Law, professor Professor in the Chair of Criminal-Law Disciplines 
Luhansk State University of Internal Affairs named after E. Didorenko  
(Sievierodonetsk, Ukraine) 
e-mail: kvvkrimluvd@ukr.net 
ORCID iD : https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5310-2092 
Kibenko V., Master's Degree applicant Luhansk State University of Internal Affairs named 
after E. Didorenko (Sievierodonetsk, Ukraine) 
e-mail: kibenko04@gmail.com 
ORCID iD : https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9492-8157 

FORENSIC CLASSIFICATION OF INTENTIONAL MURDERS,  
COMMITTED IN CONDITIONS OF OBSCURITY 

The article is devoted to the study of the problems of forensic classification of intentional 
murders committed in conditions of obscurity. It is noted that the detection and investigation 
of intentional murders is complicated by a large number of their varieties, each of which has 
its own characteristics: specific methods, traces, motivation of the offender, the nature of his 
connections with the victim, and so on. 

It is emphasized that the structure and content of the basics of the methodology of in-
vestigation of intentional murders committed in conditions of obscurity should be dictated by 
the place of such a crime in the forensic classification of premeditated murders. 

It is proved that the division of non-obvious murders into ones with sudden intent, and 
ones, intent to committing which arose in advance is the most significant for the proposed 
study. These subtypes of non-obvious murders differ in the typical features of the victim, the 
situation and methods of commission, the motivation of the offender. By the motivation of the 
offender, most often in conditions of non-obviousness, murders are committed for selfish, hoo-
ligan motives, murders for revenge, to satisfy sadistic (sadistic-sexual) needs, contract killings, 
and so on. 

It is concluded that intentional murder, committed in conditions of obscurity is a specific 
type of premeditated murder. It is proposed to define intentional murder, committed in con-
ditions of obscurity as a murder committed in the absence of eyewitnesses, commitment of 
which resulted in a small number of traces (due to their concealment by a criminal or for other 
reasons), and the initial stage of the investigation of which characterizes by the lack of infor-
mation a crime and the absence of signs that directly indicate the offender. It is stated that the 
"non-obviousness" of the murder is a characteristic of both the event of the crime (primarily 
the circumstances of its commission) and the initial stage of its investigation. Such murders 
can be further divided into subspecies (contract killing, murder with dismemberment of a 
corpse, disguised by staging, etc.). Each subspecies has its own specifics of disclosure and in-
vestigation. 

Keywords: intentional murder, conditions of obscurity, forensic methodology, forensic 
characteristics, forensic classification. 
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Formulation of the problem. Intentional homicide is one of the most serious 
crimes under the current Criminal Code of Ukraine. Unfortunately, such criminal of-
fenses are often committed on the territory of our state. According to the Office of the 
Prosecutor General, in 2020, 3,783 cases of premeditated murder under Art. 115 of the 
Criminal Code of Ukraine were accounted. At the same time, the effectiveness of inves-
tigation of such crimes remains low: in 2020, only 32.7 % of criminal proceedings in this 
category were notified of suspicion and only 22.8 % of proceedings were sent to court 
under par. 2, 3 art. 283 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine [1]. 

Detection and investigation of intentional murders is complicated by a large num-
ber of their varieties, each of which has its own characteristics: specific methods, traces, 
motivation of the offender, the nature of his connections with the victim, and so on. Tra-
ditionally, the most difficult to detect and investigate are intentional murders, committed 
in conditions of obscurity, ie in the absence of eyewitnesses and clues that directly link 
the crime to the perpetrator. It is such criminal offenses that most need methodological 
forensic recommendations for their investigation. 

Analysis of recent research and publications. Problems of forensic classification 
of crimes were investigated by R. Belkin, A. Volobuev, V. Zhuravel, V. Karagodin, 
O.  Kolesnychenko, V. Kolmakov, O. Lyubchynskii, G. Matusovsky, G. Mudyugin, 
O. Oderiy, O. Pchelina, M. Saltevsky, R. Stepanyuk, V. Shepitko, B. Shchur and other 
scientists. The problems of forensic classification of premeditated murders were directly 
considered in the works of I. Borysenko, L. Vidonov, F. Glazirin, M. Kitayev, A. Ko-
valenko, V. Konovalova, I. Kubarev, E. Tikhonov, O. Sainchin, L. Soya-Serko, V. Sinchuk, 
A. Shulga, etc. However, despite a number of formulated provisions in the domestic fo-
rensic literature, the issues of forensic classification of intentional murders, committed in 
conditions of obscurity, remain insufficiently researched or debated given the realities of 
today. 

The purpose of the article. The purpose of the article is to improve the forensic 
classification of intentional murders, committed in conditions of obscurity based on the 
study of special literature, for the needs of forensic methods of investigation of this type 
of crimes. 

Research results. Recommendations for determining the typical algorithms 
(schemes) of the investigator's actions during the pre-trial investigation of a certain type 
of crime are developed in the form of separate forensic methodics. According to V. Shep-
itko, separate forensic methodics of investigation are based on criminal law, criminolog-
ical, and criminal procedural data; scientific provisions of the theory of forensic science, 
data of other sciences, results of the generalized experience of investigative and judicial 
bodies and norms of the corresponding legislation and other regulations [2, p. 417]. 

R. Stepaniuk notes that any particular methodics of investigation must have two 
components – informational-referential, which include forensic characteristics of the 
crimes, and specific recommendations, which contains provisions on the direct process 
of investigation [ 3, p. 125]. 

Most modern scholars agree with the thesis that the forensic characteristics of the 
crime is the basis of the methodology of its investigation. According to A. Sheremet, fo-
rensic characteristics is a system of information about forensically important features of 



ISSN 2524-0323. Вісник ЛДУВС ім. Е. О. Дідоренка. 2021. Вип. 4 (96) 

240 

crimes of this type, which reflects the natural connections and serves to build and test 
investigative versions to solve the main tasks of the investigation; it is an information 
model, which is a quantitative and qualitative description of the typical features of a par-
ticular type (group) of crimes [4, p. 340]. According to A. Starushkevych, the criminal-
legal characteristic of a crime is a kind of "bearing framework" for forensic characteriza-
tion [5, p. 6], which can be defined as a system of specialized scientific information about 
a certain type of crime, and at its center is the corpus delicti – a certain criminal law model 
formed on the basis of the law on criminal liability, practice of its application, theoretical 
analysis of the crime [6, p. 181-182]. 

A number of articles of the Criminal Code of Ukraine provide for liability for various 
subtypes of premeditated murder. For all these corpus delicti, the general norm is Part 1 
of Art. 115 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, which is used to charge for ordinary premed-
itated murders, ie cases of causing intentional wrongful death of another person [7].  

Part 1 of Art. 115 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine presents the concept of murder 
as dealing intentional wrongful death of another person. In addition, in Art. 119 of the 
Criminal Code of Ukraine provides for liability for murder through negligence. There-
fore, according to scientists, the general concept of murder can be defined as intentional 
or negligent unlawful infliction of death on another person [8, p. 17]. 

Part 2 of Art. 115 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine provides for criminal liability for 
intentional murder of: 1) two or more persons; 2) a minor child or a woman who was 
known to be pregnant; 3) a hostage or a kidnapped person; 4) committed with extreme 
cruelty; 5) committed in a manner dangerous to the lives of many persons; 6) for merce-
nary motives; 7) for hooligan motives; 8) a person or his close relative in connection with 
the person's official or public duties; 9) in order to conceal another criminal offense or 
facilitate its commission; 10) combined with rape or sexual violence; 11) committed as a 
contracted murder; 12) committed by a group of persons upon prior conspiracy; 13) com-
mitted by a person who has previously committed premeditated murder; 14) on the 
grounds of racial, national or religious intolerance. 

In addition, special rules are Art. 116 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (intentional 
murder committed in a state of strong emotional excitement); Art. 117 of the Criminal 
Code of Ukraine (premeditated murder committed by the mother of her newborn child); 
Art. 118 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (intentional murder in excess of the limits of 
necessary defense or in case of exceeding the measures necessary to detain a person who 
has committed a criminal offense); Art. 112 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (infringe-
ment on the life of a statesman or public figure); Art. 348 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine 
(infringement on the life of a law enforcement officer, a member of a public formation 
for the protection of public order and the state border or a serviceman); Art. 3481 of the 
Criminal Code of Ukraine (infringement on the life of a journalist); Art. 379 of the Crim-
inal Code of Ukraine (infringement on the life of a judge, lay judge or juror in connection 
with their activities related to the administration of justice); Art. 400 of the Criminal Code 
of Ukraine (infringement on the life of a lawyer or a representative of a person in con-
nection with activities related to the provision of legal assistance); Art. 443 of the Crimi-
nal Code of Ukraine (infringement on the life of a representative of a foreign state) and 
others. 
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These corpus delicti are located in different sections of the special part of the Crim-
inal Code of Ukraine and have both common and distinctive features of their criminal 
law characteristics. 

Common to them is the object of the crime (direct object in the case of Articles 115, 
116, 117, 118 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, mandatory additional object for all other 
abovementioned articles) – human life; actus rea – socially dangerous consequences in 
the form of death of another person; mens rea – intentional form of guilt. The main direct 
objects of encroachment, signs of the subject, specific motive and purpose, etc. can differ. 

It is obvious that the general forensic recommendations for the investigation of pre-
meditated murders will be to some extent effective for investigation of all these crimes. 
Such scientific developments have been prepared by V. Sinchuk (Investigation of mur-
ders: ways to improve, 2005) [9], L. Cherechukina (Investigation of murders: Textbook, 
2009) [10], O. Sainchin (Investigation of premeditated murders: theory and practice, 
2012) [11], V. Konovalova (Murder: the art of investigation, 2001; 2013) [12] and other 
scientists. 

At the same time, forensic scientists have developed a number of forensic method-
ics of investigation of certain subtypes of intentional murders: Methodics of investigation 
of murders with dismemberment of a corpse (I. Borisenko, 1999; 2021) [13; 14], Funda-
mentals of methodics of investigation of contract murders, (A. Shulga, 2003) [15], Me-
thodics of investigation of murders hidden by staging (V. Semenogov, 2004) [16], Prob-
lems of the organization of investigation of murders committed by groups in conditions 
of non-obviousness (I. Kubarev, 2007) [17], Methodics of investigation of premeditated 
murders committed in a state of strong emotional excitement (A. Kuntiy, 2016) [18], In-
vestigation of infringements on the life and health of journalists (A. Kovalenko, 2018) [19] 
and others. 

The forensic classification of premeditated murders was the basis for the construc-
tion of such separate intraspecific methodics of investigation. According to A. Ko-
valenko, in such cases the task of forensic classification is to organize a large number of 
corpus delicti within a single methodics of investigation of a high degree of generaliza-
tion. The author of such methodics aims to sort and divide criminal acts into subgroups 
by forensically significant features and most effectively offer general recommendations 
for the investigation of these subgroups of crimes [19, p. 22]. 

Thus, it can be concluded that the structure and content of the basics of the me-
thodics of investigation of intentional murders, committed in conditions of obscurity 
should be dictated by the place of such a crime in the forensic classification of premedi-
tated murders. In this case, forensic characteristics of other similar criminal offenses can 
be the benchmark for determining the elemental composition of the forensic characteris-
tics of non-obvious murders.  

According to O. Dudorov, the classification of crimes is their division into certain 
groups depending on one or another criterion [20, p. 93]. O. Pchelina notes that in foren-
sic theory, three approaches to determining the criteria for forensic classification of 
crimes have been formed. According to the first one, forensic methodics were classified 
exclusively on a criminal basis. According to the second, the basis for classification 
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should be forensically significant features. According to the third, forensic and criminal 
law criteria should be applied simultaneously [21, p. 305]. 

In order to classify intentional murders, committed in conditions of obscurity and 
to develop forensic characteristics of such crimes, we will investigate the criminal law 
characteristics of such crimes (on the example of the most common corpus delicti of pre-
meditated murder, Article 115 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). 

Thus, the direct object of the crimes under Art. 115 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine 
is the life of an individual. A person's life is an ongoing biological process that is inter-
rupted by his death. The authors of the scientific and practical commentary point out 
that the moment of death was also legally enshrined and clarified in certain acts of na-
tional law. A person is considered dead from the moment when the death of his/her 
brain was ascertained [22, p. 351-352]. 

The identity of the victim affects the qualification of premeditated murder only in 
certain cases. For example, the crime under Art. 348 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, is 
to encroach on the life or health of law enforcement officers, their close relatives, mem-
bers of public formations and military personnel. However, the intentional form of guilt 
of murders, committed in conditions of obscurity, indicates the existence of certain con-
nections between the victim and the offender, which must be investigated in the frame-
work of the forensic characteristics of such crimes.  

The actus rea of premeditated murder is characterized by: 1) an act in the form of 
encroachment on the life of another person; 2) a consequence in the form of human 
death; 3) the causal link between the specified act and the consequence. Murder can be 
committed by either action or inaction. The obligatory sign of the completed corpus de-
licti of the murder is the occurrence of a criminal consequence – the death of a person. 
The absence of such a consequence precludes the possibility of criminal prosecution for 
a completed crime. In such cases, the perpetrator's actions may show signs of prepara-
tion for murder or attempted murder. In order to charge a person for murder, it is nec-
essary to establish a causal link between the act of the perpetrator and the death of the 
victim. Such a connection should be necessary, not accidental [8, p. 18-19]. Scientists note 
that death can be caused to a person in any way, but the method of committing a crime 
may be important for its evaluation as a qualifying feature in accordance with a certain 
paragraph of Part 2 of Art. 115 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine [22, p. 353]. 

The subject of intentional murder, in accordance with Art. 22 of the Criminal Code 
of Ukraine is a sane person who has reached 14 years of age. This general rule is relevant 
for most types of premeditated murder provided by the Criminal Code of Ukraine. Cer-
tain types of premeditated murders can be committed only by a special subject, ie as 
provided for in Art. 117 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (intentional murder of a new-
born child by the mother). It seems that the forensic characteristics of the crime covers a 
much wider range of characteristics of the offender, compared with the criminal law 
characterization. 

As for mens rea, premeditated murder can be committed with direct intent, when a 
person is aware of the socially dangerous nature of his act (action or inaction), anticipates 
its socially dangerous consequences in the form of another person's death and wishes it 
to occur, and with indirect intent – when a person, is unwilling to cause death to another 
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person, but consciously assumes its occurrence. While charging the perpetrator, the issue 
of intent is decided based on the totality of all the circumstances of the act, in particular, 
considering the method, instrument of the crime, number, nature and location of bodily 
injuries and other traumas, reasons for cessation of criminal acts etc. [8, p. 20]. 

The given criminal-legal signs of intentional murders are sufficient to form the gen-
eral idea of this kind of crimes as a whole and on the contents of its forensic characteris-
tics.  

We support the opinion of V. Sinchuk that the basic criminal classification of pre-
meditated murders is the following: 

1) murders without qualifying circumstances (Part 1 of Article 115 of the Criminal 
Code of Ukraine); 

2) murders with qualifying circumstances (Part 2 of Article 115 and other articles 
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine): a) murder of two or more persons; b) the murder of a 
minor child or a woman who was known to be guilty of pregnancy; c) murder of hos-
tages; d) murder committed with extreme cruelty, etc.; 

3) murders with mitigating circumstances: a) murder committed in a state of strong 
emotional excitement (Article 116 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine); b) murder by the 
mother of her newborn child (Article 117 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine); c) murder in 
excess of the limits of necessary defense or in case of exceeding the measures necessary 
to detain the offender (Article 118 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, etc.) [23, p. 146]. 

However, we should also agree with V. Obraztsov, who believes that using only 
the criminal classification of crimes is not enough to solve practical problems of crime 
investigation, because the substantive law reflects only those features and properties that 
are significant in terms of criminal law and its use. These classifications do not take into 
account the situational aspect of crimes, necessary for the scientific development of dif-
ferentiated guidelines [24, p. 15]. Therefore, a combination of forensic and criminal law 
criteria is optimal for forensic classification of crimes. Since different types (groups) of 
crimes are committed using specific set of tools and methods to achieve the criminal goal, 
each type of crime will be characterized by its specific traces and the means and methods 
of their detection, collection, examination and use. This determines the need to develop 
separate methodics of investigating certain types (groups) of crimes [25, p. 96]. 

According to V. Shepitko and V. Konovalova, there are different types of murders: 
obvious and unobvious, open and secret. Named authors believe that the greatest prac-
tical significance of the division of murders depending on the mechanism of their organ-
ization and committing: murders committed in hand fights, on contract, on a domestic 
basis, disguised by staging, combined with hiding (or dismemberment) of the corpse, 
occurs through sexual (sexual-sadistic) motives, etc. [26, p. 67]. 

The key to our study is the recommended by N. Gerge and other scientists division 
of murders into two groups: murders committed in the conditions of obviousness (obvi-
ous murders), and murders committed in the conditions of obscurity (non-obvious 
groups) [27, p. 407]. V. Konovalova points out that such a division affects the planning 
and organization of the investigation. According to her, in the case of obscure murder, 
the fact of committing a crime is not obvious and the person who committed it is un-



ISSN 2524-0323. Вісник ЛДУВС ім. Е. О. Дідоренка. 2021. Вип. 4 (96) 

244 

known. The task of the investigation is to establish the identity of the offender, the cir-
cumstances of the crime and the identity of the victim. Murder committed in the obvious 
conditions is characterized by the fact that the identity of the offender is known, the crime 
was committed in the presence of others. The task of the investigation is to establish the 
circumstances of the crime, to identify material evidence, to establish the identity of the 
victim and the motives for the murder [28, p. 23]. 

According to A. Volobuyev, murders committed under obvious circumstances are, 
most often, murders committed for family and domestic reasons (jealousy, revenge, do-
mestic hooliganism, personal hostility). As a rule, such crimes are situational in nature – 
committed without prior preparation under the influence of conflicting relationships be-
tween acquaintances. They are characterized by the fact that the place of their commis-
sion is most often housing (premises, yard), there are eyewitnesses and, as a rule, at the 
time of detection of the crime a suspect is known. Most murders in this category are 
committed in the evening and at night, often in a state of intoxication, so the discovery 
of a corpse with signs of violent death in the home is already enough grounds for the 
version that the killer is a person close to the victim [29, p. 23]. 

Obscure murders, according to the quoted author, are killings committed with the 
subsequent concealment of the victim`s identity, the destruction of traces, and some-
times the corpse. This category of murders includes those characterized by the following 
circumstances: the corpse or its parts were found outside the home (on the street, in a 
field, forest, etc.); the identity of the victim is unknown; there are no eyewitnesses, there 
is no information about the identity of the murder suspect [29, p. 23]. 

According to V. Polschikov, murders committed in the conditions of non-obvious-
ness are ones, in the situation of which there is no ideal component, ie there are no persons 
who perceived the event of the crime and can then reproduce it from memory [30, p. 46]. 

L. Cherechukina defines obvious murders as those committed by a known person 
openly – in the presence of other persons, or in their absence but without trying to hide 
the crime and his guilt. Non-obvious murders, from her point of view, are murders com-
mitted in the absence of witnesses, and which are accompanied by active attempts of the 
criminal to hide his guilt [10, p. 50]. 

Thus, intentional murder committed in conditions of obscurity can be defined as 
murder committed in the absence of eyewitnesses, resulting in a small number of traces 
(due to their concealment by a criminal or for other reasons), and the initial stage of the 
investigation of which is characterized by non-obviousness of crime, insignificant 
amount of information about its commission, the lack of signs that directly indicate the 
offender. The "non-obviousness" of the murder is both a characteristic of the event of the 
crime (primarily the circumstances of its commission) and of the initial stage of its inves-
tigation. 

Within the forensic classification of murders committed in conditions of non-obvi-
ousness, one can distinguish subtypes of such criminal offenses. Thus, I. Borysenko pro-
poses to divide the murders united by dismemberment of a corpse (most of which are 
committed in the conditions of non-obviousness) into varieties depending on the pur-
pose of the criminal for dismemberment of a body: 
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- the first group: dismemberment as a way to cover up the murder. Here the cited 
scientist distinguishes subgroups: domestic murders, sexual murders with rape and 
murders covert by staging; 

- the second group: a situation when dismemberment is not a way to hide the mur-
der, but only satisfies certain perverted needs of the crime. I. Borysenko names the fol-
lowing subspecies: sexual and sadistic murders (the criminal satisfies his sexual perver-
sions), sadistic murders (the criminal satisfies the sadistic perversions); 

- the third group: the goal of the victim's body dismemberment is the use of organs 
or tissues. The author identifies the following subspecies: murder for transplantation of 
human organs (tissues); cannibalistic murder, ritual murders, etc. [14, p. 22-23]. 

Out of serial murders, which are always committed in conditions of non-obvious-
ness (up to a certain error of a maniac, that allows to expose him) M. Keptene singles 
ones committed by a maniac-hunter, serial murders committed by a situational (impul-
sive) maniac. Based on the maniac's motivation, the scientist proposes to single out serial 
murders committed on sexual grounds, with hedonistic-game motives, with motives of 
domination and self-affirmation, and with motives of revenge and substitution [31, 
p. 189]. 

The division of non-obvious murders, into those, intent to commit which arose 
suddenly, and those, intent to commit which arose in advance is the most significant for 
the proposed study. These subtypes of non-obvious murders differ in the typical features 
of the victim, the circumstances and methods of commission, the motivation of the of-
fender. 

In addition, on the motivation of the offender, most often in conditions of non-ob-
viousness, murders are committed for selfish, hooligan motives, for revenge, to satisfy 
sadistic (sadistic-sexual) needs, contract killings, and so on. The investigation practice 
also knows cases of domestic homicides in committed conditions of non-obviousness: 
these are situations when the perpetrator and the victim were alone at the time of the 
crime, the killer destroyed the traces and left the crime scene, which makes it difficult to 
establish his identity. 

Conclusions. Summarizing the above, we note that intentional murders commit-
ted in conditions of obscurity are ones of the most difficult crimes to detect and investi-
gate, which indicates the need to develop appropriate guidelines. Forensic characteristics 
of the murder is a mandatory element of a separate forensic methodics of investigation, 
which in turn is based on crime`s criminal law characteristics and is determined by the 
place of such a criminal offense in the forensic classification of murders. 

Intentional homicide committed in non-obvious conditions is a specific type of pre-
meditated murder. It can be defined as murder committed in the absence of eyewit-
nesses, resulting in a small number of traces (due to their concealment by a criminal or 
for other reasons), and the initial stage of the investigation of which is characterized by 
non-obviousness of crime, insignificant amount of information about its commission, the 
lack of signs that directly indicate the offender. Thus the "non-obviousness" of the mur-
der is both a characteristic of the event of the crime (primarily the circumstances of its 
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commission) and of the initial stage of its investigation. Such murders can be further di-
vided into subspecies (contract killing, mutilated murder, disguised by staging, etc.). 
Each subspecies has its own specifics of disclosure and investigation. 

We consider the improvement of the elemental composition of the forensic charac-
terization of intentional murders committed in the conditions of obscurity, considering 
the realities of the present, to be a promising direction of further scientific search. 
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КРИМІНАЛІСТИЧНА КЛАСИФІКАЦІЯ УМИСНИХ ВБИВСТВ,  
ВЧИНЕНИХ В УМОВАХ НЕОЧЕВИДНОСТІ 

Стаття присвячена дослідженню проблем криміналістичної класифікації умис-
них вбивств, вчинених в умовах неочевидності. Зазначено, що розкриття та розсліду-
вання умисних вбивств ускладнено значною кількістю їх різновидів, кожен з яких вирі-
зняється власними характерними ознаками: специфічними способами, слідами, моти-
вацією злочинця, характером його зв’язків iз потерпілим тощо.  

Акцентовано, що структура та змістовне наповнення основ методики розсліду-
вання умисних вбивств, вчинених в умовах неочевидності, мають бути продиктовані 
місцем такого злочину в криміналістичній класифікації умисних вбивств.  

Доведено, що найбільш суттєвим для пропонованого дослідження є поділ неоче-
видних вбивств на ті, умисел щодо вчинення яких виник раптово, та ті, умисел на вчи-
нення яких виник заздалегідь. Названі підвиди неочевидних вбивств відрізняються за 
типовими ознаками потерпілого, обстановкою та способами вчинення, мотивацією зло-
чинця. Так, за мотивацією злочинця, найчастіше в умовах неочевидності вчиняються 
вбивства з корисливих, хуліганських мотивів, вбивства через помсту, задля задоволення 
садистських (садистсько-сексуальних) потреб, замовні вбивства тощо. 

Зроблено висновок про те, що умисне вбивство, вчинене в умовах неочевидності, 
є специфічним різновидом умисних убивств. Запропоновано визначати умисне вбивс-
тво, вчинене в умовах неочевидності, як убивство, котре було здійснене за відсутності 
очевидців, внаслідок чого залишено незначну кількість слідів (через їх приховування 
злочинцем або з інших причин), а початковий етап розслідування якого характеризу-
ється неочевидністю події злочину – незначним обсягом інформації про його вчинення, 
відсутністю ознак, котрі прямо вказують на злочинця. Указано, що «неочевидність» 
вбивства є одночасно характеристикою як події злочину (у першу чергу обстановки 
його вчинення), так і початкового етапу його розслідування. Такі вбивства можуть бути 
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й далі поділені на підвиди (замовне убивство, убивство з розчленуванням трупа, замас-
ковані інсценуванням тощо). Кожен підвид має власну специфіку розкриття та розслі-
дування. 

Ключові слова: умисне вбивство, умови неочевидності, криміналістична мето-
дика, криміналістична характеристика, криміналістична класифікація. 
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КРИМИНАЛИСТИЧЕСКАЯ КЛАССИФИКАЦИЯ УМЫШЛЕННЫХ 
УБИЙСТВ, СОВЕРШЕННЫХ В УСЛОВИЯХ НЕОЧЕВИДНОСТИ 

Статья посвящена исследованию проблем криминалистической классификации 
умышленных убийств, совершенных в условиях неочевидности. 

Предложено умышленное убийство, совершенное в условиях неочевидности, 
определять как убийство, совершенное при отсутствии очевидцев, в результате кото-
рого было оставлено незначительное количество следов (по причине их сокрытия пре-
ступником или по другим причинам), а начальный этап расследования которого харак-
теризуется неочевидностью события преступления – незначительным объёмом инфор-
мации о его совершении, отсутствием признаков, прямо указывающих на преступника. 

Установлено, что неочевидность убийства является одновременно характеристи-
кой как события преступления (в первую очередь обстановки его совершения), так и 
начального этапа его расследования. Такие убийства могут быть и дальше поделены на 
подвиды (заказное убийство, убийство с расчленением трупа, замаскированные инсце-
нировкой и т.п.). Каждый подвид имеет свою специфику раскрытия и расследования. 

Ключевые слова: умышленное убийство, неочевидное убийство, криминалисти-
ческая методика, криминалистическая характеристика, криминалистическая класси-
фикация.




